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1 E Def gu of the IN 

Di ſeour ſe, is, an Eſſay to 
1. — if Poſſible, the "Heats and Ani 
| anoſities, with which one Party, or 
| Religious Society, treats another : that 
if they cannot Unite in Fudgment, they | 
25 5 for the Eaſe of the Ment, 
their own Intereſt, and Benefit of 7 
Nerity, Unite in Affection: 7 75 as 2 
have not all alike Out ſides neither 
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on his Mind of a Deity, or of the 
Lumortality of rhe Soul of. 72 
State of Rewards and Prnihngntt 2 
1 Tis rea ſonable to ſuppoſef chat tale 
reateſt part would avaid troubling either mar? IJ 
Finds e or Heads about 3 . Renn. 
But this Language Would einen 
"Herb and believed, aß exp pred (v 1 24 
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End of us) We 222 Die: 1 Wa 
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chat all the Inventions of Men, and 1A rtif 
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of Satan, are not able to uppreſt⸗ dy tbtul 


Silence, thoſe Dreadf Alarms we are made 
hear in or ou Conſciefſees; it We r 
Intereſt; as well as Duty, to apply dur fetter. 
with all fervency of Spirit,” to ſuch willolieſe 


bation'of Mind, which 2 1 
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ſhall have no End. 

_ Religion then is that Science, which perfect · 
to Underſtand and Practiſe, is the only means 
r accompliſhing the aforeſaid End (viz.) 
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7 Bleſſedneſs hereafter. 

True i it is, the Word! hath often been abuſed, 

and the intent of it not ſeldom miſtaken ; yea, 

to that degree; that what God deſigned in it 
- (whois afk and Reaſonahle in all his 12 for 


i - , ' Party, who have been ſo far from of erty 
L and Curipg of Souls by it, that it bathnotfal- 
} ed of being the greateſt Stumbling to t 


"hk this hath chiefly 


ſp prung . 
| Roots: The Firſt 1s, the Immorality of thoſe 


from Two 


retended Doctors, whoſe 


a cious Example 
0 


r Conclude, there is no ſuch thing as Re/igiog 


| 2 ical Contrivance to ſubject the People, 
3 that they may be the more unlike to give theip 
_ Superiours Trouble in Governing them. 


_ who Prates about : no otherwiſe in Ear- 
_ Neſt than to get Money by it; which, what a 
gs Prejudice t that is to 74 


ed to Re/igion, gives no better 


of the a than on- 


| EB 


* * *. 


that future Peace, Kingdom and Glory, that 


niet the Conſcience here, and Aſſure the Soul 


an Univerſal Advantage to Mankind, hath 
been engroſs'd,” hd made the property of a - 


2 bave taken balls ways to fave their 


ve had this Een, either to make the Ob er- 
n the World but that talking of it is only 2 - 


Or elſe that this Doctor is but'a meer Quack, 


Cauſe of of Religion *P 
* is not * to determine. For if he 


» 
, 
* 
ly 


e 
ly to talk of Curing others, whilſt his oπτn Di- 
ſtemper 10 Notorious, no Marvel E nh 
that are Afflicted deſpiſe both the Man and the 
Means; the laſt as Defective, as the firſt a meer 
HKop.—— Thinking Men, who have the uſe of 
heir Senſes, and believe the Service of God to 
be Reaſonable, as well. as Religious, are of the 
Jadgment, That tis Impoſſible for the Deſign 
of Religion to be anſwered, until by a Purge of 
the Law, theſe Blaſphemers of God and Religion, 
and Prophaners of all that is Sacred, be totally 
Ejected; and a Bar ſet. at the Church - Doors, to 
Prohibit every ſuch Perſon from taking the 
Name of the Holy God, or his Religiog in their 
| Mouths, under any ſuch Character... 
int And that this ſeems to fall under the Magi- 
| frrates Obſervation and Correction, as well ag 
Cure, is not hard to Prove: For, if God will not 
bold him Guiltleſs that takes his Name in Iain; 1 
ought not the Magiſtrate, who is God's Mini- 91 
Ker of Jaſtice, look to it, that ee 1 
Stamp of Approbation, that are ſo abſalutely.. © 
Excepted in the declared Law of him, the Ma- 
Siſtrate Repreſent ?? _ „ e 
For if God ſaith, I will not hold bim Guiltleſs - 
that raketh my Name in Vain: And the Magi 
ſtrate ſaith" otherwiſe ; What Account can he 
give of his Truſt and Stewardſhip?——And if 
e that is an Immoral Eccleſiaſtick, don't take 
the Name of God in Vain, in the worſt Senſe, 
Pray what is the Sin and Guilt ? Indeed there 
is ane caſe in which it is not in Vain, and that. 
is the ſame with the commog Be 1 


Jo get Money, whoſe Prayers and Bleſſings ar- 
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the ſame Minute turtfd' into Curſes, and their 
Light into Profound Darkneſs,” if ho Oy1 ap 
Los to continue the Lamp. 

But to proceed, if Men, of Immortal Conver- 
tion ſhall be admitted (or connived at) by 
the Magiſtrate, to be Paſtors over the Peopl 
to feed them with Holy Food, 't is certain, t 
in a little time, Religion will be Wholly Hey 
and the People Starved; inſtead of being Fed; 
and Deſtroyed, inſtead of being Saved; For 
how is it poſlible for him to Feed à Flock that 
never had | oujubt to Feed them withal? And 
that the Immoraliſt hath nothingto to Feed them 
withal that is Good, is Evident; fir ince' himſelf | 
to all Goodneſs is'a Reprobate. ei 

Again, no Man can lead another farther 


thin he goes himſelf; but how far-the Immo- 
raliſt is gone in the Way of God, is not to be 
diſputed. Again, the Blind are f to b Lea- 


ders to none; and none but thoſe that are ſo 
with a witneſs can eſteem them fit for it: But 
if ſuch will follow them, our Sarg ir tells us 
where the epd of their Jonrney will be. But 
who is a Blinder Creature than an Immoral 
Clergy- Man. However, none dut the * 
to him can ſee God. da 

Therefore, they that would go $ God muſt 
have better Leaders, orelſe they can never come 
to him, But to 5 

The Second, which is | Ambition It is a Paſ- 
ſion that, like Pparachis lean Kine, Devours all 
that comes in the way of it, arid'is-neverthe- 
leſs as Hungry and ill. favoured at laſt as at 
firſt: That Kingdom or ene that 
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zs Infected with Rore of em, ſhall never be at 


Reft long; unleſs hey have the liberty to Gore 
thoſe themſelves Have Voted Heterodox, and 
to furniſh them with Tools to do it, Cum Pri- 
vilegio; nothing like Interweaving themſelves 
with the State: 'S6 that the Civil Magiſtrate 
mall be made Believe, 'tis his Duty and Inte- 
reſt always, either to confer more Honours and 
Profits on them, or elſe to ſuppreſs their more 


Vertuous Neighbours, under the Notion of their 


being Heretickt; which is not the leaſt Prejudi 


to Religion in general, as well as it is nat ſeldom 
the like to the State; ſince the common People 


are more inclinable to favour and unite with 
the Sufferer, than joyn with the Perſecutor, 
Suffering (generally ſpeaking) rather making 
Proſelytes, than anſwering the End of the Per- 


ſecutor; eſpecially where the Sufferer has the 


anſwer of a better Conſcience than the Perſes 
cutor, which not ſeldom is the priviledge of 
Diſſent. But if Vertuous Living under a Diſ⸗ 


ſent from a National Church . be inter / 


preted Irreligious}and renders the Pro eſſors Obs» 
nbxious to the Laws, whilſt Immorality goes 
Unpuniſhed: How is it poſſible that the Inte 


reſt of Religion can be advanced, ſince the Suf- 


ferings that attend a Vertuous Man, are greater 
than what falls upon the Irreligious and Pro- 
fane? Which ſhews, that whatever Pretences 
are made for Religion, the Practicę is unreaſon- 
able; and therefore is no longet held for Trut 
than whilſt the Rod obligethithe Fearful and 


Cowardly to ſay Amen,: contrary to the Per- 
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N 


tious Ch 


Self: 


No: TA a 


But three things are the deſign of the Ambi- 
-Men (viz. V telth, ; Honour and 


Power; all which renders Religion the more 


doubtful and unreaſonable; Since xe:tber was 


the mark, that the beſt Example that ever was 
in the World aim'Tat, but his Doctrine and 
Practice the reverſe to it all, And that they 
can. be his Followers and Diſciples, that thug 
apparently contradict both his Doctrine and 
Practice, is unreaſonable to believe. And there- 


fore, that Church that will indulge Ambition 


in her Clergy, is as remote from the Baſis of true 


conclude to be a great way off from Truth, and 
conſequently Irreligious and Unreaſonable, 
Nor can it be thought Reaſonable, that ever 
the Civil Magiſtrate ſhould be able to allay 
thoſe Evil Spirits, that ſuch. Ambitious Men 


are able to raiſe from the contrary Winds of | 
Doctrine, that will inevitably blow in a Nati- 
. anal Church, which will make more work for 


the — to reconcile, than he is capable 

of performing, as uf Inſtances might be 
brought for Proof. Beſides, till they all ſpeak 
one and the ſame thing at home, tis upreaſon- 
— Bag think, that Diſſenters ſhould return 


But again, an Ambitious Clergy cannot bear 

radiction: And therefore, when what they 
have ftamp'd with the Seal of Orthodox meets 
with a Non- reception, the Sword of the Magi- 


firate muſt be imploy ed to force itz entrance; | 
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Religion, as ſhe that Conni ves at Immorality; 
and Toth, the reaſonable part of Mankind muſt 


ch which is not in Unity with it 


i k& } 
which is ſo much the more Irreligions, for that 
it is ſo unreaſonable; ſince tis reaſonable Ar- 
uments, and not Blows, that myſt Convince 
the Underſtanding; and till the Clergy can fur- 
niſh themſelves therewith, they are never like 
to be free from Diſſenters. = 
But if their Ambition will admit of no Com: 
titor (as moſt certain it will not) nothing but 
erſecution can follow their Venomous Doctrine, 
where the Magiſtrate is become moze a Part 


than the common Father of the People. Which, 
thc h may not Hh the humble Requeſt of all 
his Diſſenting Children; that though he hath 
an Eldeſt Son, he may not, to Gratifie his Am- | 
bition, deſtroy the reſt from enjoying their Na. 
tural Birth-right. In ſhort, to make an Image, 
| and then by the help of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
oblige every body to fall down and Worſhip, 
upon pain of Corporal and Pecuniary Puniſh- 
ment, is what hath produced ſo much Irreligi- 
gion, c. in the World, and fruſtrated the de. 
lign of Religion in gener 
Stumbling Block in the 
that would extreamly rejoyce to find the way 


ql as well as been a | 
ay of thoſe Seekers j- 


+ 


that leads to Everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, (obſcured | 
by the Duſt the Immoral and Ambitious Clergy . | 
have raiſed) which tho' they, vir. the com 1 
mon People, know but little; yet know fo. 15 
much, that Immorality and Ambition is ne- 1 
1 


r Ie EDS | 

Theſe things being premiſed, the following 
Conſiderations are Candidiy Offered to the Se- 
rious e of the Impartial, for Cure of our 


I preſent Maladies that the juſt and reaſonable das. 
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But three things are the defign of the Frey 
_ tious Clergy-Men (viz.) Weelth, Honour and 

Power; all which renders Religion the more 
* doubtful and unreaſonable: Since either was 
the mark, that the beſt Example that ever was 
in the World aim'd at, but his Doctrine and 
Practice the reverſe to it all. And that they 
can be his Followers and Diſciples, that thus 
apparently contradict both his Doctrine and 
Practice, is unreaſonable to believe. And there- 


4 nin her Clergy, is as remote from the Baſis of true 
—_—_— 5 as ſhe that Conni ves at Immorality; 
t 


conclude to be a great way off from Truth, and 
ntly Irreligious and Unreaſonable, 
Nor can it be thought Reaſonable, that ever 
the Civil Magiſtrate ſhould be able to allay 
thoſe Evil Spirits, that ſuch Ambitious Men 
+ areable to raiſe from the contrary 
Doctrine, that will inevitab 
. anal Church, which will 
the M ate to reconcile, than he * capabls 
dt performing, as many Inſtances m 
brought for Proof. Beſides, till they al at lenk 
— he {ame thing at home, tis upreaſon- 
 _ able to think, that Didenters ſhould return 
t mw 


an Ambitions Clergy cannot ear 
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fore, that Church that will indulge Ambition 


the reaſonable part of Mankind muſt 


Winds of 
blow in a Nati- 
more work for 


which is not in Unity with it 
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which i is ſo much the more Irreligions, for that 
it is ſo unreaſonable; ſince *tis reaſonable Ar- 
uments, and not Blows, that muſt Convince 


the Underſtanding; and till the Clergy can fur- 1 


niſh themſelves therewith, they are never like 
to be free from Diſſenters. | 
But if their Ambition will admit of no Com- 
titor (as moſt certain it will not) nothing but 
erſecution can follow their Venomous Doctrine, 


where the Magiſtrate is become moze a part JETS: 
that ere not 6 Father of thePeople. d 
at he may not 1 


ö is the humble Requeſt of a 


| bis Diſſenting Children; that though he hath 


an Eldeſt Son, he may not, to Gratifie his Am- 


bition, deſtroy the reſt from enjoying their Na- 
tural Birth-· right. In ſhort, to make an Image, 


and then by the help of the Civil l 


oblige every body to fall down and Worſhip, 
upon pain of Corporal and Pecuniar wa 


ment, is what bath produced ſo muc 11 4 


gion, c. in the World, _ yes: gas the 


lign of Religion in bh L. as well as been a 
ay of thoſe Seekers 
that would extream] 7 rejoyce to find the way _ 
1 


Seeg lock in the 


that leads to Everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, (obſcured 


by the Duſt the Immoral and Ambitious Clergy - 


have raiſed) which tho' they, vit. the com 


mon People, know but little; yet know ſo 
Ambition is ne- 


much, that Immorality and 
ver the way to it. 
Theſe things being premiſed, the Fe 


Conf derations are Condid/y Offered to the Se- 50 
rious Thoughts of the Carne I, for Cure of our 


t W 4 
en 
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ſign of Religion 15 be anſwered, that God 
may be glorified, our Conſciences eaſed, and 
Souls ſaved: That the Government may be 
freed from unneceſſary Trouble, and the Peo- 
ple enjoy perfect Tranquility... * 0 
Firſt, That it's not Opinion, but Holy Li- 

ving is the deſign of Religion. © 
"Secondly, That the Principles that lead to it 

are few, reaſonable and plan. 
* Thirdly, That making of Creeds, not to be 
found in Holy Scripture, is at beſt but Imagi- 
nary, or making an Idol, and therefore not to 
r nenn 
_ * PFourthly, That Liberty of Conſcience is every 
Man's Birth- right, and that it cannot be inva- 
ded, without violating the Laws of the Land. 
Fiſibhy, That Morality may be encouraged, 
ſincè it 18 ſo great a part of Religion, that with- 
out it none can be Religions, 
+ Tf, That it is not. Opinion, but Holy Li- 
ving is the deſign of Religion. 
It was the Condition of the great Charter, 
granted to him that was the Partriarch of the 
Church, before the Law, on Tables of Stone, 
was given to his numerous Poſterity (fee Gen. 
15. 1. compare with Gen. 17. 1.) Walk thou 
bekoze me, and be thou Perfect, &c. No 
written Law now, conſequently no Creeds; yet 
the Law written in the Heart was Abraham's 
Rule, by which he was to walk before God to 
„„ :- e eee eee 
BW neb. Again, If without Holineſs no Man can ſee 
12. 14, Gd, without Holineſs no Man can walk with 
WW. him: Bat the firſt is true, therefore the laſt. 
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For ane of it the Old World was deftroyed; 
auſe of it (and not untelligible Creeds) Noab 
Was ſaved, Gen. 6. 9. 

The Tenor of the Covenant in- Horeb cen- 
ter d in it, (vis.) to implant Love and Fear in 


the People to God - ward, that thereby they 5 


might be kept from Sin < Exod. 20. 20. compare 
with Deut. 30.) but what that Diſpenſation 
began, the Goſpel finiſheth; hat that pointed 
out in Types and Shadows, 'the Goſpel ſubftan- 


tially compleateth: Which is to give Power to 


do, as well as Light to know, what the good an 
acceptable Will of God is; ſince on the knowing 
and doing thereof our preſent and future Hap- 
pineſs depends; and this is as it muſt be the 


only deſign of true Religion. 


Again, Let us conſider what the Inſtitutur 
of the Chriſtian Religion ſaith hereupon, (Mar. 
21.) It zs not everyone that ſaith" Lord, Lord, 
13 he that doth the Mill af 
enter the Kingdon of que 1 which we 
are to take Noticſde. (Atte d) 
I. That acknowled -manfe: ee 
Truths (ſuch as calling him Lord, that is the 
unqueſtionable Lord and God, and praying to 
him as the only Lord and Saviour) doth not en. 
title Men to the Kingdom. . SAAL. 
2. But doing the Will of God, is, not only 
14 1 to the acknowledgment of him as 
ord, but made the only Condition, upon which 
admittance i into the Kingdom is granted. For 
in the next Verſe Images i Many (faith he) will 


Say to me, Have we not Prophe/ied in thy Naur, 
0 t * Devils, and done 1 Fab 1 
| Pers kl 


5 


Hen 7 that: Mall 


1 
. * 
7 r "re oe ——— Toe ooo. Home ole e my 
- 1 = 
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dF 
We 14 } 


kperhaps built Churches, Hoſpitals, Ee) i thy 
(Nome. Tan which was not done by Infidels, 


by them whoſe Judgments and Underſtandings 


(aas well as Opinions) were ſtrong concerning 


the Verity of his Authority; yet for all this 
Knowledge and Frofeſſioan, and at ſome times 
-Enjoyment, Depart from ne, &c. was the Sen- 
{terice, grounded upon their evil Works; for 
— they knew much, and profeſſed much, 
joyed much too, yet they were Unholy, 
rs, and not Doers, Knowers of bis Will, 


d 
Heare 


but Doers of their own And therefore ſhut 


out ot the Kingdom. | 


This much from Chriſt himfelf, in Vindica- 
tion of the Firſt Propoſition: Next, let us hear 


what Hz Apoſtle (as well as the Gentiles) ſaith 


tothe matter in hand, ſee. 1 Cor. 13. where he 
tells of Gifts, as Pzopheſies, Tongues, now. 
leuge of all Myſteries, Hoſpitality towards the 


\Dvor, and Faith to remove Mountains yea, 
_ lay rake rt; for Opinions Jake : Yet all this 


(he faith) without Charity (or Divine Love) # 
har un empry Sound, &c. I hope my Authority 
g ſo far Unqueſtionable, that I need ſeek for 
-no farther Proof for my Aſſertion, (via) That 
tis not Opinion, but Holineſs was and is the 


Deſign of Religion; for without it, Religion 


is no more than a Body without Breath or Spi- 
it, which will ſoon putrifie,to the Annoyance 
No if Holineſs of Life was part of the uni- 


verſal Creed of all the Chriftian World, and 
| ' the Hearts and Heads of Men were as much 
taken up with thinking how they might pra- 


ale 


. 


\ 


U . 


f (1 15 50 
_ Giſe it, as their Hearts and Heads are full of. 
Matters of far 'leſs Moment (1 will not ſay. 
what, though all the Preſſes in Europe has been 
Filed with A as well as many Goals crowded, 
Goods {poiled,and 1 * loſt about it) it would 
be a happy Day for 0 

But that I may cg plainly underſtood, 1 add 
that by Holineſs, I mean ſuch a ſtrict, awful, 
and r Life, as with Deteſtation and 
Abhorrence, ſhuns thoſe Paths that leads to 
the breach of Negative Precepts, as well as with 
Fervency of 485 ſuitable to the Nobility of 
the Caule, is ſtudious to approve | r 
Performance of what is enſoyned te be lone, 
by the ſame Authority; the other, as above, 
is forbidden; and in ort, u no other than a” 
1 e parking 
A n on the'one 
al Vertue on the 'othes hand. Kn. * 
And that this is the great deſign of Patighth, 
is reaſonable to believe, both from Reaſon it 
ſelf, Scripture, and Divine Inſpiration ; and he 
e a nr 

e Su ; 

never gives the Ma iſtrate'troub le: Since he that 
Hears the Sword, 4 Praiſe to them that do 
We and is only 45 error 16 Evil Doers, which 
fach a Man is not. From What hath hitherto 


deen ſaid, aſe Confiderations will naturally 
* 


| That he that mats! 0 Holy and Good 
20 and put us in 2 Capseity To to continue, 
and ſent his Son to break our Bonds by his Death, 


e eee 
* Re 
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Jowſhip with him again, to all Eternity, \Eze&. 
48.32. and 331 11. Rom. 5. 18, 19. 1 704 1.15. 
* 2. 2444536. Tapes 2. 14. 1 John 3. 7. 

Secondiy, Nevertheleſs, ;hithbat- FAS g bis 
will tis impoſſible to enjoy that Union and 
Peace, e. Mat- 21, 22... 4 


or Holineſs, Lx 1.74, 75. 1 Theſ. 3: 13. ou 
4.3. Rom. 6. 19, 22. 2 Cor. J. I. 


End hath alfo provided the! means, Gen. 3. 15. 
Deut. 18. 15. Eee 18. 32. Tick. 1. 5. 
Ni ly, That chat means is Primarily the 
Secand tom lor Lord from Hetwen, by whom 
the univerſal Gitt of Grace is beſtowed on all 
len prejudicediby the Fall of the Fir Adu, 
Seqandarily: by. the Holy Scripture, and a Spi 


N ip ge feb 18378 11 Ei Lid 3: 
f thiy and Lefily, This Gracious Gift 5 uni- 
-verlally given; is, Grace for Grace, : Light for 
Lieht, Spirit for pirit, to Spirit or Quicken 


my of All. Men, as all Men were Dama- 
4 od by Adam's Fs (Lutte 2. 27,28; 29, 30,31, 
82. John ! 188 A1 Cor. 12.7 And if fo, (here 
dis n Reaſon for = 55 Church qi. Rome; or am 
other Church, to impoſe Articles of Faith an 
others, or Monopolize, Religion or Truth to 
 [themſelves; ſince he that Lives'conformable to 
this Gift, is a Member of that Church that Je- 
_— ſus Chriſt 3 is Head. of: And he that hath Faith 
9M ein, hath. the, e Faith mentioned in the 
K tt 


1 to Live in a perftct Union and Fel- | 


{i;Thirdly, That his Will is our Satictificatibn | 


Fourthly, That he Ahich hath dedhincd — 1 


ritual Miniſtry, c. Rome, 19. Ii . Nr. 


tg Holineſs and is as much the Common 


iS RSS 
11th of the Hebrews; and is that Faith deliver-” 
ed to the Saints, for which they are to contend 
(but not Fight nor Perſecute, ſince the way of 
their contending for it was by Argument and 
Suffering, and not Perſecuting) according as 
the Apoſtle faith, Gal. 5. 14. The fulfiling of the. 
whole Law, is in Loving our Migbbour as our 
ſelves. And verſ. 6. faith, Circumciſion nor Un- 
circumciſion availeth nothing, but Faith that work- 
eth by Love : But Creed- making Works not by 
Love, but Strife and Envy, and is almoſt 
always followed by Perſecution. In ſhort, 
that Faith which works by Love, is the Im- 
mediate Gift of God, that enables Man wholly . 
to truſt or depend (without any manner of 
doubt, with reſpect to his Body as well as Soul) 
on the Inviſible God; but ſuch an intire Tru 
and Depending cannot be where purity of Heart 
is not: And a Thouſand Articles of Faith will 
not make one Heart Clean, it being made /o 
only by that Spirit or Gift aboveſaid: So that 
he who hath the true Faith is not without the 
true Love (for they are inſeparable) which 
worketh (like Leaven) every Man into Humi- 
lity, Patience, and all other Chriſtian Vertues; 
and againſt ſuch there is no legal Law: But 
to bring forth contrary Fruit (ſuch as Im- 
. Ambition, Envy, Wrath, Perſecu- 
tion, &c.) As it is no part of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, ſo it is very unreaſonable to number 
any ſuch among the Religious. Thus, T'bope, - 
I have made it plainly appear, that tis opt 
Opinion, but Holineſs that anſwers the defign, ' 7 
of Religion. .- 1 CC ; if . 
8 Ar . __ 2d. 


__ 
1 . 


ere 
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2dly, That the Principles which leads to Holineſs, 
are Few, Plain and be and conſequent- 
ly all that are not ſo (or from unqueſtionable 
Authority, ſuch as is the Holy Scripture) may 


be rejected without cenſure : Since what is not 


of Faith (in Point of en and Doctrine) 
is Sin; and if we are warnec 


2 


to force him into it. 


„ | I 


But to proceed, that there is a Supreme Being, 


from which we derive ours, and by which we 


are upheld and protected, is undeniable 4 that 
we ad under ſtrong Obligations, both of Gra- 
titude, Duty and tere to pay Worſhip, O- 
bedience, ©c. To this Supreme Authority, 

iſe unqueſtionable; that a defect in Per- 


is likewi 
formance hereof renders us Culpable; and that 
a Violation of his Laws is of that Proyeking 
Nature, that Juſtice cannot remit; this we 
_ plainly ſaw verified in the Perſons; of. our firſt 
Parents, who were not only defective in their 


Puſitive Puty, but precipitated themſelves in- 
F RE tor Nerarive Command thts 
_ God gave them; which Tranſgreſſion coft them- 


Dear, (pig, pag Paradice) as the juſt Re- 


.  compence of their Diſobedience: | Nevertheleſs. 


when Juſtice bad thus puniſhed for Sin, Mercy: 
was ready to commiſerate; when Juſtice had. 


. . that, was Infinite in uſtice, was as Infinite in 


; 25 "4; by. omiſit and ving that Seed b 

rs. which hou] br wiſe the Head « of him that bad 
"Ip oo m 08; poor Man from the true Root and 
; 2 dation of his Happineſs and by che Opera- 


b 


| not to ſuffer Sin, 
to lie on a Brother, much more are we forbid 


| 


tion 


| 


tion thereof was he reftored, made whole, and 
united to his Sovereign Lord again. 
And this Seed Solomon calls Wiſdom, th 
which (faith he) Men were Saved, and Adam. 
| reftored out of b& Fall, Wifd. 10. 1. This Vi 
don or Seed was no ſooner promiſed, but gave, 


rough 


Inwardly and Spiritually (though not Out- 
wardly *till the fulneſs of time, that Feſus e 
0 5 


| Chriſt was Born of the Virgin) and here 


good Men, through every Generation, 2 
and were made ſo by the Power and Vertue 
thereof: But when the Uurigbteou went ato 
from ber (and would not be govern'd thereby) 
in his Anger be Periſhed, wherewith, he Murtber- 


ed bis Brother, verſ. 3. Here was and is the O=- _ 
riginal of all Perſecution about Religion ever 


ſince: For by going from her, Men loſe that 


Allegiance and Duty that is incumbent on them, 


by which they firſt make themſelves Enemies 
to God; ſecondly to Jeſus Chriſt, to whom all 


Power in Heaven and Earth is committed, that 
he by his Authority might ſubject them to him- 


ſelf in Righteouſneſs, Holineſs and Truth: And 
laſtly, by their Pride and Ambition, Enemies 
to one another. n 


And this is likewiſe the true Reaſon there are 


ſo many Lo-beres and Lo- theres in the World, 
and ſo much Irre/igion, Unreaſonableneſs, In- 
morality and Hypocriſie, as there is. Nor © 


we reaſonably expect it otherwiſe, till Men come By 
to that Principle in themſelves, that will ſub: 
ject them to their Maker and Redeemer. ' And 
then, as a Natural Conſequence, will there be 


true Love and Peace one towards another, 
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F 
Now, as was ſaid in the . e of this 
Diſcourſe, we are not left without a Witneſs 

(viz.) We are not left to our felves, nor with- 

out ſome ſenſe of a God, nor of the Obligations 

we are under to him, according to Holy Writ; 
compare Mal. 3.5. with Afs 14. 17. And this 

Witneſs will be faithful to us, as well to Teſti - 


fe againſt, as for us, according to our Deeds, Cc. 


therefore call'd the Faithful and True Witneſs, 
Accuſing or Excuſing us, Rom. 2. 15. Rev. 1. 5. 
This is the Law written by the Finger of God 
in the Heart of Maeon 

I ubis is the Divine Logos, that ſpeaks to and 

in the Soul, in which is hid all the Treaſures 

of Wiſdom and Knowledge; Ir zs the true Light 
' that Enlightneth every Man that cometh into the 
World: It is the Inſpeaking Voice that faith, 
This is the Way, walk in it, Iſaiah —— Tt is to 
the World of Souls, as the Son in the Firma- 
ment is to Bodies, gives Light, and cauſeth 


Production. 


It is the Inward and Spiritual Appearance of 
the promiſed Seed, that Bruiſeth the Head of the 


IM Serpent, within us, as it did outwardly in that 


Bleſſed Perſon (viz.) Feſws Chrift, when he 


3 . Triumphed over him in our Natures; for in 


him, the Fulneſs was, but in us by Meaſure, 


| | | every one according to the good Pleaſure of God. 


| Finally, this is that One Un{verſal Prin- 
_"Ciple (tho' expreſs'd after many, and by dif- 
... » ferent Names) of. Light and Life, which Im- 

powers that Soul that receives it (in perfect 


Love) for its Guide and Monitor, To Fulfil 
*- - Gods Holy Will, which is our * $ 


1 
1 = 
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if 1,7) | 
And as he that reſiſts it, incurs Damnation; 
ſo he that Conforms to her Divine Inſtruction, 
will not fail of obtaining an Aſſürance of that 
Incorruptible Crown of Bleſſedneſs, which God © 
the Righteous. Judge freely beſtows on Very 
ſuch Believing and Subject Soul, 2 Tin. 4. 188 
By this time, I hope I have made good myx 
. Second Aﬀertion, ( viz.) That the Principles © 
that leads to Holineſs are not many, nor per- 
| plexing the Brains or Underſtanding, but plain 
and familiar, and anſwers the reaſonable part of 
Mankind : Since in it is nothing above the 
Reach of Right Reaſon to comprehend, as in it 
is nothing befor what is Eſſential to our Peace 
and Happineſs here, and Bleſſedneſs here- | 
"ol — ; ed N 5 — | 
340), Since then it Plainly appears, the K- 
ligion of God's making is not ſuch a Myſterium 
_ Magnum, as by ſome Perſons it hath been R- 
preſented, for what Reaſon I will not fay, 
(though *tis not hard to gueſs: ) I ſay, ſince 
Religion has ſo much Reaſon in it, and carries 
ſuch clear Demonſtration with it; the making 
ſo many Tedious Unintelligible, as well as 
Unreaſonable Articles of Faith, with this Ana- 
thema at the Tail of them, viz. Without which tis 
| "zmpoſfible for a Man to be ſaved, has been a vaſt 
| Prejudice to the Credit of Religion in general; 
tho it hath gratified a Party, whoſe Conſci- 
ences are ſtretch'd ſo wide, that nothing that 
| has the appearance of Profit or Honour will 
| make em Keck: Yet at the ſame time, the 
Man of Religion indeed, who makes Confci- 
ence both of his Words and Works, chooſetng 34 
| Sh e rather 
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- Tather to Suffer both Reproach and Perſecu- 
tion, than Subſcribe to what he cannot under- 
5 | nd. . © , eas a No FS 
| 1 cannot forbear thinking, that moſt Reli- 
 -  gious People know, there are many Points of 
Divinity which are moſt certainly Believed; 
yet perhaps are rarely expreſt: And he that 
Believes them, has the advantage and benefit 
of his Owz Faith, by his ſo having it to him- 
ſelf, which ought not therefore to be impoſed 
on another; ſince all Truths, profitable for us 
to know, are not ſeen at once: Nor are all Men 
a- Ike capable of underſtanding the. 
Beſides, the common Prejudice of Education 
mould be conſidered: And therefore to diſ- 
member Perſons from the Church, purely for 
Errors they cannot help, is very hard: But to 
ö Unchriſtian them, becauſe they cannot Sub- 
leoeribe what they do not know, nor are able to 
comprehend, and which their Adverſaries have 
on Conjectures about, is ſo Barbarous, Irreli- 
. — — and Unreaſonable, that words are too 
* 0 ort to ſet it forth. 11 | +4} 


2 
z 


if But in my Opinion, nothing can be more 
© reaſonable, or tend more to the Promotion of 
| © Religion+4n general, than for all Parties in 


Conjunction with the Civil Magiſtrate, to 
© make that the Creed of all Perſwaſions, which 
all Perſwaſions agree is Sacred, and of Divine 
* Authority; to wit, the Holy Scriptures, becauſe 
they excite to Holineſs : And where any Differ- 
ence ſhall ariſe about the Interpretation there- 

of, that may affect the Body Politick, the 
Civil Authority ſhould Iuterpoſe to Ob/ige all 
OY, TW Purties 


Iu) 


\ Parties to Unite in Intereſt. 0 viz.) the Prace 
and ive ein of the Nation; if he could not 
, Oblige them to Unite in Charity, "the ( riſti- 
an — Religious Bottom. The Firſt, che Ma- 
bees hath Power to command: The Latter, 
we are true Chriſtians, cannot be denied. | 
But where either Part r which” is upperm 
(for the Wheel goes round) ſhall ener i their 
Power, firſt to exalt themſelves in Honour an; 
Wealth upon the Credit of Religi gion; 364 Je: 
condly, abuſe that Power to wake Tr: 
their Neighbours, by M Cree 
down their Throats, which 90 15 Wee 
ſtood by them, and which the others have nb 
Authority from Holy Seripture to impoſe: | 
1 certain it is; As it is to turn Pe rlecutors 
or Religion, when Religion it felf fotbids it, 
and i is in it ſelf both Unreaſonable and, Irreli- 
; "ſo it 1s of that Provok Fig Nature, that 
SM i in the End inevitably draw down God's 
Righteous Judgments, to Wa 
. om, or Commonwealth, where 0 ch Me- 
thods are taken, and final ly Prove the ovar- 
throw of that Church -whic de ſuch a 
Work. But without looking fo or a Stroke from 


* 


Deſolation of that , - 


the Hand of Heaven, *tis no good Policy ſince 


tis the firſt Foundation t 5 Schilm. hs 
For had not the Church of Rome. TE 
more Articles than mne bad aun 
Holy Scripture for, and made an uy ea fon 
Market Indiulgences, &c. the Frote * 9 
have had no reafonable Colour for their * 
but the fieſt is true, N * laſt. * 


5 a7 
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and would engage more to unite in the 10 


no more anſwered their 
ef Fob proves the Deny _ Chriſt ; they 
mige at that time 12 enlarged their Domi 


(24) 


Again, had the Church of Ex land impoſed 


no more than the Holy Scripture warrant- 
ed Her in Matters of Faith; nor any Diſci- 


Bom them: Nox any other Practices b her 
Clergy than whats was Ho 


the. Diſſexters Separation had been 2 Ridiculous 
Thing. Whereas it appears now to be ſo 


Grounded, that the Strength of the Church is 


not able to Convince nor Confute them. 
In 17 if the 39 22 were not half ſo 


many as they are, and more clear than ſome of 
them In ROY And if he Creed, com- 


1 monly called Athanaſius 's, were reduced to that 
1 the Apoſile's, or Nicene-Creed, which as they 


are leſs Perplexing, ſo they are as Subſtantial, 


thereof, who are now too often rather Stumble 


than Excited to, be Religious : It would ten 


SA gain, if the 


1 more to Peace, 3 of) Unity . 


e e Allembly of. Vi- 


Vines 1 * not made ſuch a borrid Blunder, in 
their Veſtninſter Con 79 Faith, as they 


did, by Aſſerting ſuch and ſuch Principles for 


Orthodox, with a retended Authority fi 


rom 
Holy Scripture, which, delten, Examination, 


than the firſt 


and, like the Jeu, made Proſeiytes of 


ene in abundance: But when 


4 ly, 


line, but what might reaſonably be Collected | 


neſt, Juft, and of good 
Report as becomes . Minifters of Jeſus Chriſt; 


7. People 
e, K., an 8 Power to W 30d, 


SJ 
ſecondiy, fo much weakneſs in their Proofs, no 
8 if they were left alſo, as they left 
others. ** ic 1 FEY 
Nor had the Synod of Dort any better ſuc- 
ceſs, eſpecially in Holland, where the Remedy 
. worſe than the Diſeaſe: Nor was England 
ree from the dire Effects thereof; as all Europe 
felt the like by the Council of Trent. | 
Tis very evident, that the ſeveral Councils, 
Convocations, Synods, c. that have bean 
called ta ſettle Articles of Faith, have rarely 
avoided Exerciſing ſuch a Dogmatical Power, 
to the raining the Principles of Religion, be- 
ond, not only the Line of Holy Scripture, 
but the Staple of Reaſon and common Senſe, 


o 


to the vaſt prejudice of Religion, And there 


fore no wonder if the World be filled with 
Schiſms. In days of old, the Ancient Land- 
Marks were not tobe removed, without a ſevere 
Penalty; and moſt certain it is, neither wider 
nor ſtreighter muſt we ſet them, than the Holy 
Men of old did, unleſs by the ſame Authority 


they had: And how that was, the Holy Scrig- 
ture plainly demonſtrates. | 10 
And until That be our general Creed, with- 
out far-fetch'd Conſequences, wg, cannot rea- 
ſonably expect to be free from the trouble that 
- attends, what is called Say , and, where that 
is, Perſecution common follows for Non- 
conformity, tbough it be but to an Image, and 
not the true God: And what a Prejudice that 
is to the State, to be torn in pieces b. en 4 
he 


ous (to ſay nothing of Religion it-{elf,), wot 
Experience hath taught us. This, With t 
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(26) 
- Immorality and Ambition of the Clergy in 
King Janes the Firſt's Time, laid the Foun- 


Three Kingdoms, according to F. O. in his 
Obſervationg on K. J. 's Reign: Our Di- 
< vines (faith he) for the generality, did Sa- 
- © crifice more to Bacchus than Minerva. 

« Again, nor did the notorious Debauchery 


| F aof the "Epiſcopal Clergy add à little to the 


4 Rent; (made b y thoſe called Puritans.) © 
Nor did the fudden Tranſlations of Biſhops, 
from leſs to greater Sees, give time to viſit 

«ſufficiently their reſpective Charges; bein 
# more intent upon the Receipt of ach Tare 

as a long abuſed Cuſtom Kage! Eftated ' them 
ec in, than upon Reformation: For from the 
255 Pulpit came all our future Miſeries; God 
not being ferved there as he ought, b. 

J take 123 more notice of this, becauſe pit 
elf was 110 favourer of Furitaniſi m, but of the 
other ſide. 

For the Security ben of the ae 
ment, Eaſe of the or? Mir and Peace of the 
People, Creeds not to be found in _ Scrip- - 
ture: And an Ambitious and Shinril Cler, 
by the common Voice of Mankind, ſhoul 


* Totally Re; jected. 2 . 
to a weich 8 


Which leads my t 
) That Liberty 05 ſerence # every Man's 
bayebr. "IP {+1 3 13% 80 11 e l 


D 
Atbiy, By Liberty l. Cree, is not 
brenne a Liberty to Licentiouſneſs; for no Man 
= is Compbr Men ic, w i pretend Matter of 
me PT © be commit iekeaneſt. But by 
** — | b 


SG for the Ruine of his Son, and with him 


| them: And. when ſuch Perſuns get together i 


& 
F — 


. 
Y 


. | 
Liberty of Conſcience, I mean, for every Man 
to go to what place he pleaſe to worſhip God, 


in that way he is perſwaded is the Right Way, 


and to hear that Preacher that he likes beſt. 
As for Inſtance, I cannot ſee any Prejudice to 
the State to Indulge the Fews in the Exerciſe 
of their Religion; which, of all Perſwaſions, 
las the leaſt Reaſon to deſire or expect it; yet, 
we find our Superiours have thought fit to in- 
dulge them already, as well as other States do; 
for they rarely ſuffer for their Religion: Per- 
haps tis becauſe the Bleſſing that attends Suf- 
ferers is none of their Portion. However, if 
they Sin againſt their own: Knowledge (but we 
cannot ſay they do) they will ſuffer for it, 
from his Hand that knows their Hearts: But it 
they know no better, tis unteaſbnable to Pu- 
niſh Men for what they cannot help. There- 
fore their Synagogues, provided they do na- 
thing againſt the State, can be no Prejudice to 
the Government. Nor can Praying to Saints, 
Auricular Confeſſion, Pilgrimages, c. hurt 
the State, provided thoſe that have the vabity 
to think ſuch things their Duty, may bs 
Publickly to perform it. But if they are da- 
prived thereof, no opportunity will be neglect- 
ed to get that by ſtealth; the Omiſion gf 
which they firmly believe cannot be forgi 


that manner, they are not only incouragei to 


continue that Practice, but are Warmed with 


a Belicf, that theſe Rugged Paths are the onhy 


Way to Glory; and therefore in time will be 


40; anured- to it, that they will bid Defianee 


een, 


| | s 
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(28) 
even to Death it ſelf; which not ſeldom is tze 
moſt effectual Way to increaſe, and not ſup | 
preſs any Faction. „ 
Add to this the Deſperateneſs of thoſe who | | 
are made ſo; firſt, upon the Score of their Sut- 
fering for Religion; but now turn'd to Con- 
ſpire the Deſtruction of that Power, by which 
they are oppreſt. Here it is Plots are laid, the 
deſign of which is to render Vengeance on 
_ - thoſe that have not remembred Mercy, and to 
_ eaſe themſelves from Suffering. But let Men 
have Eaſe, and they will not Plot the deſtru- 
ction of that Power that they owe their Eaſe 
and Safety to. But where they, or any other 
{hall abuſe this Liberty, to the prejudice of a- 
nother in Perſon or Eſtate, the Magiſtrate, as 
the common Father of the People, hath Power 
to Interpoſe, and give that Correction to the 
Delinquent, as is his juſt Demerit: To which 
| 
| 


every Party, except the Guilty, will ſay Auen, 
and this is to do by them, not as they do by 
Proteſtants, but as they ought to do. * 
That the ies ſhould be Perſecuted 


becauſe the firſt Reform from Popery, was to 
Presbitery, in Scotland, is fo unreaſonable, that 
nothing of Religion is to be ſeen in it, unleſs 
Tou will calla Mad Fiery Zeal Religion. The 
Diſmal and Tragical Story we have upon Re- 
cord, of the Madneſs of ht People, ſince the 
BR laſt Revolution in that Kingdom, as well as in 
=. 'the unhappy Civil Wars at home in England, 
gare ſo many, and ſo black, that it becomes 
highly neceſſary, that the Zpiſcopalian, who is 
na the National Chürch in England, lay 4 
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5 * ; F ; y 
[2 P » 
1 x >. 258 «of ＋ 
1 * ed $4, 1 #1 i 
; c : * . 3 * L * 
4 p » 2 
4 . - 1 , S 1 Fr „ 
; | ＋ 5 : — 3 ; y * 
+ ' aff. 
5 15 * * dv * a 
by * * 1 
4 - a% . 


| | 


N — 
4 — 


0 


_—., 


ood Foundation for time to come: Since what 
ath been, may be. For no Man in his Senſes 


Lan think a Church governed by Biſhops is 


Tuch a Hereſie as deferves that Evil Treatment 
they have had for that only Reaſan: Nor are 


the 39 Articles ſo Remote from Chriſtianity, 


void of Defence, that for believing the one, 
and practiſing the other, they ſnould be expo- 


nor the Diſcipline of the Church of England fo 


ſed to Sufferings, when the Government is in 


other Hands: Let the Errors be what they 
Will, they hold or profeſs, (ſince no Body but 


themſelves are the worſe for them) *tis Unrea- 


ſonable and Irreligious for the Precbyrerian to 
Perſecute them, as in Scotland. Lo 


when themſelves, in their own Opinion, have a 


Nor can it be thought. Reaſonable or Reli- 


ious, that the Presbyterian and Independent, &c. 
ould be obliged to go to hear Common-Proyer, 


more Lively Way of Worſhip. And if the El- 


ders of thoſe Churches take the fame Care, 


that a Biſhop in the Church of England is 


, obliged to, (viz.) See that the Miniſters feed 


the Flock with good Doctrines, tending to 


Peace, Holineſs, and good Examples amongſt 
Men, what Reaſon hath the Church of England 


to be angry, becauſe they do not go all to one 


Place, ſince both aim at one thing (viz.) The 
Promotion of Religion in General, and the 


Peace of the Nation. 


Again, What harm can the Auabapriſt, by | 


his Water-Diſpenſation, .do? He may. by Ins 
_ zealous and ſtrict Living, and laborious Preach- 
ing, Influence many to the reforming their 
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Lives and Manners; if not, to the thorough 


Renovation of their Mind: Nor can his recluſe 
ivate Life be any Prejudice to the State, 
- Jince there are Hands enough beſides to be im- 
ployed. If he has any Principles that are ei- 
ther Inconſiſtent with Religion or Government, 


ſo long as he keeps them to himſelf, no Body 


then to puniſn: For tis both Irreligious and 


Unreaſonable to puniſh Men for what we only 
ſuppaſe they will do. | 3; 


72 | _ 
Nor can the Quaker be left as a Sacrifice to 


any other Party, with Reaſon, or Religion, be- 


cauſe of his Singularity ; ſince he pretends as 


much Conſcience: as any of the reft, and ven- 


tures. to come to the Teſt of Holy Scripture 
with the moſt Orthodox: But let his Errors be 
what they will ( 


we are apt to think well of our on, and too 


meanly of our Neighbours) notwithſtanding 
his Hat lies in the way, we neyer found him 
to give the Magiſtrate any Trouble, unleſs it 
was when fore'd before him, about his Reli- 
gion; which he cannot help: If he is miſta- 


Ken, none will ſuffer for that miſtake but him - 


4 ; 


chat the Quaker is for promotion of the deſign 
7: bes. 
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* ſelf; And he: is aſſured alſo; that one miſtake 
is not like to be corrected by another. But all 
- thoſe he hath ſeparated from, dare not pre- 
tend to be free from Miſtakes, even in the beſt 


part of their Religion: And ſince the higheſt 


is upon Suppoſition and Conjecture, tis the | 


more unreaſonable to oblige Conformity. But 


tis our Unhappineſs, that 


zs the worſe, for them beſides himfelf: Bur 
when it appears otherwiſe, tis time enough 
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of Religion (v4z.) Holi neſs ĩs dnia z If 


People of greater Liberty bring upon him. 
Principles of his Religion 


muſt be diverted with ſomething: And there- 
fore he, by turning Quaker, turneth the Stream 


of his Diverſion to good Husbandry, as Plant- 


ing, Im en, Land; keep eping the Poor at 
work, 


boo Contradiction, that he is not one of 


he carries it too far, tis an Error of the Right 
Hand, and his Zeal. ought to be cheriſh'd by 

the common Father of the People; ſince all his 
* Profelytes eaſe the 1 ß that trouble, 


Add to this his e for as upon the 
ie 


is. prohibited tbe 
Diverſions of Humane Life, which others e- 


ſteem Lawful; ſo tis certain the Mind of Man 


d for Trade, tis demonſtrable, 


* 


the leaſt, or moſt uſeleſs, both in Ci . 3 


Country: Nor is he one of the leaſt Benef 
to the overnment. T LS 


Let every Man then be encouraged to Sow) 


3 to learn Trades, to im b his ene 85 


apacity for his own, for his Poſterity 


— 7 the Nation s Good, by an intire . 5 

ty of Conſcience, that no Man may ſuffer iñ 

Body or Eſtate, for the Errors, or ſuppoſed * 

* of his Mind, and that only in 3 «33 
e 


relating to another World: And fo ſhall 


Civil Magiſtrate have great Peace, and the 
People have that Tranquility that attends ſit- 
ting ander their own V7 ine, n none can make : 


them afraid. 


To Conclude, he ei 18 born Heir to ou = 


Eſtate, is not Heir becauſe. he is of ſuch a 


"Gy; but n he is his Father Son: 


0s 


.. © gives a preference as he plea 
_" takes care to maintain what he fo prefers, out 
bot the. Common Stock, which. is a Juſt and 
EL TT CO TIED  Reatonable' 
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And if his Inclination, Education or Jadg | 
ment, lead him out of the National Road to 
work out his own Salvation, tis very unrea- 


25 ſonable, as well as contrary! to the Fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Land, that he ſhould therefore 


Iloſe his Birthright. (Nevertheleſs, as the Pa- 


piſts cannot be ſaid to be true Subjects of this 
| Kingdom, becauſe of their Subjection to the 


© Pope, Cc. And our Legiſlators has for Reaſons 
_ of State thought fit to Enact the contrary. ' I 


confeſs tis but reaſonable for them to Renounce 
their Foreign Yoak, before they are Intituled 


1 ä to the Privileges of other Subjects.) 


And indeed great pitty it is, that all Parties 


Assre not hearty herein; for none knows but that 
.._ thoſe that are otherwiſe minded; are making 


. Rods for themſelves or Poſterity, to be whipt 


withal. But leave Conſcience Uncramp'd, and 


by this means, the Civil Magiſtrate will al- 


ways be Umpire between the ſeveral Parties 
that are under his Government; for 1 

dTtects all, ſo all will fly to him as to their 
Common Sanctuary, where the Laws will de- 
ceide all Controverſies, - or Diſputes, that may 

- ariſe. And if the Civil Authority is pleaſed 


to make one Party as the Eldeſt Son; that El- 
der may not have Power to ſpoil the Younger, 
For this Reaſon I Conceive with Submiſhon, 
that Holland has given us an Excellent Exam- 


ple; in which, tho* they have no National 


Church, as here in England, yet the . 
eth, and therefore 
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Reaſonable way, and by that means all Parties 
contribute to the upholding what the Mapi- 
ſtrate. is willing to prefer; and here is no Im- 
poſition upon thoſe that do not think, as the 
| Aagitrats thinks; nor is 4. B. compell'd to 
pay C. D. for what 4. B. thinks were bet- 


ter let alone; But 4 B. js oblige 
render to Ceſar, what is Cæſars (via.) 1 


ſtry that he prefers, he onght not to be diff 


obeyed ; for there are perhaps many Thouſands 
of People under his Care, who have not the 
Diſcretion, no more than Children, to choofs 


for themſelves. 


And therefore tis but reaſonable, the Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould provide for them that labour to 
Inftru& the People in Religion and good Man- 


ners, Over whom, in chief, the Magiſtrate 
himſelf is over- ſeer. 3 


JIthiy, That Morality may be encouraged, 4 
ſince it is ſo. great a part of Religion, that * | 


without it none can be Religious. 


be diſcouraged; in fhort, let Vice be under 
the 'Diſpleaſure and Correction of the Civil 


Magiſtrate, and Virtue or Morality will natu⸗ 
rally be encouraged. The encouragement that 
is here intreated is, that no Man that is a Juſt, _ 

a Temperate and 15217 Man, that keeps 1 * 
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d to | 
Tribute, c. and if Ceſar will out of that 
Common Stock, maintain that Man or Mini 


Mere the foregoing Propoſitions well confi- 
dered, there would be the leſs need to ſay much 

upon this Head, ſince it would be for the moſt 
part aZum agere; for let but the Immoralift, 
tze Ambitious, the Tenacious, the Perſecutor 
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ment, that his virtuous Life hath juſtly meri- 


ttedz for where a Man of a vicious Life ſhall 
have the Smiles of Authority, whilſt a Man 


4 


© Of better Talents, and a 75 Life, ſhall be (for 


God's ſake) ſlighted and deſpiſed: This is an 


apparent diſcouragement to Morality, and 


ho prejudicial that may be to the State in 


hard to determine: For Loung Men will not 


apply themſelves to the Study of Virtue, to 
recommend themſelves for the Service of their 
Country. when they ſee Examples of Vice- be- 


fore their Eyes under Promotion: But if Vir- 
tue were the only Qualification to advance to 
Honour, Power and Profit, and that none but 


= thoſe that were Educated in her School, ſhould 
be intruſted with the Charge of the Nation; 
tze Nobility and Gentry, às well as common 
People, would find themſel ves obliged to take 
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dhe : 3 1 
f. clear. of thoſe Sins, that ſhut Men out f 
tie Kingdom of Heaven, may be either expo- 
Fd to Contempt, Scorn or Perſecution; nor 
Iook'd upon as a common Nuſance, nor as the 
Ith Wheel of a Waggon, but that he may have 
that Reſpect and Preference by the Govern- 


* 


dare of their Poſterity, to keep from every _ 


5 
| 


2 
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Vicious Path, - ſince that leads to nothing 'but 
8 both of Body and Soul, here, and 
hereafter. True it is, many good Laws we 
Fr in Exgland, both againſt Swearing, Drun- 
_ kenneſs, Whoring and Gaming, Cc. now tis 
8 no purpoſe to catch a Porter and make him 
Pay 12 d. for an Oath; or fend a Kitchen- 
| Wendy-to Bridemel for Twelve Months; for 
LORD TIS IF Poo __ | 
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having a ſmall Child, whilft Perſons of higher 
Kank ſhall by practice repeat that every dax 
„without Cenſure, which theſe poor Perſons”. 
muſt ſuffer for, though but once committed. 
But to ſtop the growth of Impiety, and to 
retrieve the Nation from that Debauchery it 
is now fallen into; let every Man that is guil - 
ty of any manner of Debauchery or Immora- 
| ity, be mark'd out as an Enemy to the Peace 
and Tranguility of his Country, by being ren 
dred uncapable of doing 1 or his 
_ King and Country, till he hath repented, and 
reformed his Life: And if this Method were | 
begun at Court, Vertue would grew in Faſhion ++ 
in the City, and ſo ſhould Morality be encou- 
_ raged in all parts of the Country: With theſe 
things God Almighty would be well pleaſed, 3 
and pour out his Bleſſings upon us: With theſe l 
things the King and his Great Counſel would 
find abundance of Eaſe, and Great Wealth, as 
well as Immortal Honour. With theſe things | 
the City and Country would be fafe, and caſed. 
of that continual Vexation and Charge, that 
the contrary always brings upon them; no: 
need we fear Foreign Strength, nor Domeſtick 
Plots, for Heaven it felt would Fight for 


? 
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True it is, that altho* every One that is a2 
Juſt and Temperate Man (in ſhort that is a 
"| Moral Man) may not be'a good Man, for 
Nl tho' his outſide may be without blemiſh, Is... 
| inſide may be too faulty, and very unclean”. - 
et no good Man can be ſo without the Moral LY 
Man's outſide, nor will thoſe: luſty Believer 5 MS 
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that * to 2 e. ges, . by 4 5 
" Pref (not Faith) lay;clamn to Promi- 
es, find their account, but themſelves irrepa-. ; 

5 rably miſtaken at laſt, if there be any Truth 4 3 
in 2 65 that ſaid, Firſt make clean the inſide, MY 
and the out ſide wel be'clean alſo," - 

By outſides we are known one of another, * 
and to one another, and by outſides we make 
our Judgments of each other; and if the out- 
ſide is not fair, we are ſure we muſt lay br 
our Reaſon to think the inſide can other- 
wiſe than. foul,- and how Conſonant that is 
with Religion, is above declared; nor can it 
make any better mixture than Iron and Clay. 

Let Men that have clean outſides then be 
commended and encouraged for Examples 
ſake, and if they are not ſo, but Hypocrites, 
God will find them out, as he did Aunaniat 
and Sapphira.—But' fure I am, the Govern». *: 1 
ment will haye the Advantage of that Confor- 
mity, it it be no 1 Fig . e in the 
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